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Models with a Disability...

Let us introduce you to 6 models. Camille, Madu, Edilson, Yafreisi,
Shirley and Jailton.
That people with a disability can be pretty is a fact. Worldwide,
companies and professionals are looking for beautiful models with
a disability.
Companies who sell wheelchairs, film makers, newspapers... are
in the need of this kind of models.
DisabledPlanet works already different years together with people
who like to become a model in this world.
This book is an introduction to the best models of 2012 - 2013 and
their best pictures.
From all those models exist also an individual photo book.
Individual photo books contains more pictures and mostly in a
bigger and other format.
All pictures and information in this book are copyrighted and may
only be used for personal use.
It was really an interesting year.... The contact with Camille and
her boyfriend... The moment that we found her, she was in
London. It was a whole work to have her first pictures; We traveled
to Salvador, Brazil to meet Madu and her nice family and she
invited us to stay over in her house; Edilson we met in Araruama,
state of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, where he invited us to his little
house and where we were able to meet his wife and all his
children. So many times we went out with them... the beautiful
beach of Arraial do Cabo, Rio de Janeiro state, was for sure like
being in a paradise;
The intention with Yafreisi was to have her invited... A passport
was paid, invitation letters were send... But it was all too difficult to
have her really over, so we needed to send her to a photo studio in
the Dominican Republic; Jailton, we met in front of a grosery store
in Salvador, Brazil... while we were making pictures from Madu.
With Shirley, we needed to work on distance and through email...
It was really a beautiful year in this unique world of disability
modeling...
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What is your name?
Camille

How old are you?
19 years

From where are you?
Santo Antonio de Padua, Brazil

What is your disability?
Amputation of right leg

How did you become an amputee?
Born with congenital malformation

Was it easy to accept your amputation?
It was very easy to accept, because I was an
amputee since the beginning, I learned to live

without my leg.
Why are you interested in being a model?

Because I love taking pictures and I think I am
little photogenic.

What things do you want to do in life? , Tell us
about your dreams ...

I want to be happy, realizing my dreams with
perfection, I have work and I give optimal quality

of life for my children,
If God wants it, I will have 1!

We hear a lot, that in some countries some
people think, that someone with a disability can't

do anything. What about your country?
My parents still do, and they still think that people
with a disability are helpless, but gradually we are

ensuring our space and respect and I confess
that it improved already a lot!

How do people in your country think about people
with disabilities?

That we are just poor things that don't know how
to do `NORMAL` things, but we are capable of

doing many things, even better than them!
You agree that disabled people can be beautiful?
I think we can not only be beautiful, as I'm sure

my thinking and very positive about it, all women
can be beautiful, with or without a disability, and

some have more charm then others.
Tell us more about you. Your likes and dislikes.
Well I'm a Paralympics athlete, I love my work, I

love walking, having fun with friends.







Camille - right above the knee amputee - Brazil









































What is your name?
My name is Madu
How old are you?
I am 53 years old

From where are you?
I am from Salvador, Bahia, Brazil

What is your disability?
right above the knee amputee

How did you become an amputee?
In April 2005, I started to feel a lot of pain in my
legs and had had a varicose ulcer. One day I

went to work when I returned I felt strong pains in
the legs, the rescue wanted to amputate my both

legs. They immediately transferred me to the
hospital, the doctor-there kept me hospitalized for

a month, they informed me to take a rest for at
least a year. But the pain came back so a surgery
needed to be done to mark thrombosis and to put
a bypass, the leg rejected and the bridge opened,

I got an hospital infection and had more severe
pain and fever. So finally they made the

amputation.
I had varicose ulcer and thrombosis in both legs,

but only one needed to be amputated
Can you tell us what was your reaction after the

accident?
My reaction was to agree to amputation because

it could face death due to infection that was
pervasive, and I could no longer bear so much
pain, I was isolated from other patients feared

even death, infection was so severe that even the
nurses were afraid to get up in the same room

and I was filled with painkillers, it was very
difficult.

Can you tell us how was your family's reaction?
They did not accept it easy, and everyone thought
that these things only happen to anyone else, not
to me. My youngest daughter was depressed, my
second daughter, I needed to explain her, if they

didn't amputate my leg, I could die.



Was it easy to accept your amputation?
How did you accept?

I find it very hard, mainly because of lack
accessibility to catch buses and cross streets the

people look at disabled people as we heave a
contagious disease, so, more along life hopping

barriers in my day to day.
Why are you interested in being a model?

As a teenager I wrote to an agency to become a
model, but they were not interested in me,

because of my height. After the leg amputation, a
friend encouraged me to be a model and I really

liked the idea and accepted.
What do you think about people who like

amputees?
These are people who have much love in our
hearts and I admire them. They can see our

beauty as they are. Sincere people who really like
the universe of the disabled, feel love and

landmarks and has no real prejudices, they are
sometimes even more than people who are not.

These people are very important in our lives
through all of this brings much happiness and

increases our self-esteem.
Tell us more about you. Likes and dislikes.

Hobbies, ...
I love to read, get on the computer, love to cook,

the beach. Like other things,
that are good in this life.













Madu - right above the knee amputee - Brazil









































What is your name?
My name is Edilson
How old are you?
I am 40 years old

From where are you?
I am from Sao Paulo, Brazil

What is your disability?
right above the knee amputee

How did you become an amputee?
Lost my leg in an accident with motorcycle 12

years ago.
Can you tell us what was your reaction after the

accident?
I was in the hospital for almost 3 months, I went
depressive all the doctors did everything to save

my leg but was not possible, I gave myself
permission to amputate my leg. Suffered a lot
because I was always a healthy guy that loved

sports, play football, that time in the hospital I had
dreams like I still had my leg.

Can you tell us how was your family's reaction?
Still very difficult to my family to accept my

disability but I very well solved about my disability.
Was it easy to accept your amputation? How did

you accept?
In the beginning was not easy to accept that I
became an amputee in the time I was in the

hospital but after the time of the hospital things
went much easier to accept, even when my

brother came over with my first prosthetic I put it
and started to walk around normally and happy.

Why are you interested in being a model?
I found out the possibility of people with a

disability become model, saw movies and I have
seen pictures and thought: “why not?”

and also with the possibility of making some
money with that.

What do you think about people who like
amputees?

“People like “normal” people why don’t like
someone with a disability?!”

Tell us more about you. Likes and dislikes.
Hobbies, ...

I like reading and a lot of information, watch news
and TV programs.



















Edilson - right above the knee amputee - Brazil





Who are you and from where are you?
I am Yafreisi Tubi, I am 28 years and from Haina,

Dominica Republic
How long you are an amputee?

Since birth I am an amputee,
How did you become an amputee?

I was born with only one arm
Why you decided to become an exclusive model

for Disabledplanet?
Always in my life I dreamed about being a model,
and also when I saw amputee model pictures, I

was so excited about being a model for
Disabledplanet. I did not know the reality, that

there are models who are amputees, just like me.
What is your favorite food?

My favorite food is ... 'Dompling' pigeon peas with
coconut Moro, with beef, all types of Dominican

food.
Do you like to travel?

Yes, a lot ... I want to go to Brazil and to Puerto
Rico ....

What do you think about people who are attracted
to amputees?

In my view we are all human beings and that a
person that is not amputated, still can love

another person with a disability and is attracted to
her, and that we are sexy and nice for them, is

good. We have all the same rights.



You can easily use a prosthesis?
Yes, but I do not like it, because I do not feel
comfortable, I adapt to my disability and agree to
that status.
How do you feel about being an amputee?
At first I felt bad and self-conscious, but now I am
calm about my situation and my family and friends
accept me as I am
How did your family reacted discovering that you
are an amputee?
My dad said' that's my daughter and she'll stay'.
And the doctor told my mother to take me abroad,
but she would not, and I have always been
protected.
Are there many opportunities in the Dominican
Republic for amputees?
No, I applied for a job and have never given my
situation, a single family home accident, that is
not always...
people with disabilities, that find work, is an
odyssey.
What was the reaction of your husband?
He met me as an amputee, his interest in me was
my body, not my disability.
What was your reaction when you had awareness
of your disability?
Do not accept yourself as it was, but then I was
just creating awareness of my situation.





































Yafreisi - left below elbow amputee - Dominican Republic

















Who are you, and from where are you?
I am Shirley, I am 30 years old and from

Venezuela
How long are you an amputee?

I am an amputee since May 19, 2010.
How did you became an amputee?
From a giant cell tumor, sarcoma

Why did you decided to become an exclusive
model for Disabledplanet?

I decided to become a model when I saw the
photos and some amputee movies, and your

commentary. I didn't know the reality that there
exist amputee models and in view of your

proposal and seeing the other models; so I
thought I liked and I do it too.

So I decided to become an exclusive model for
Disabledplanet, and I like it.
What is your favorite food?

My favorite food is pizza and Mc Donald’s.
Shrimps… ice cream, French fries,

Do you like to travel?
Wow I love traveling…want to go to Spain…want

to know it.
What do you think about people who are attracted

to amputees?
This is not a judgment but everyone has their own

taste, difference, decide for something that we
like most , indeed, fact that made of us humans

not the same… Have different ways of like
something and want it, and if in case people I

admire are less attractive what to do, at least are
good to me.



Can you walk easy on a prosthetic?
In my case it is not easy to wear a prosthetic. My
amputation above the knee makes wounds
between my legs that are very difficult to cure, but
anyway I need to learn use that.
How do you feel about being an amputee?
In the beginning it was very difficult for me to
accept that, and I lived on pills to sleep, I just
didn’t care anything about the world, I wanted to
die, on the following days I realized that I only
could count on the help of my mother and my
children and that there were more things that
happened in the world by the way being like that
nothing stopped because of me, plants grow,
people moved, and me here waiting for nothing.,
So I decided to stop and face the world all days
and all nights, and I know it was wonderful, and
here I am.
I didn’t wanted to be like that but God decided; so
I learn to live like this and search for the most
positive and see the beautiful of life…
I want my children whatever being value of things
anyway they are very special to me I love them
more than anything…
How did your family reacted when you became an
amputee?
My family and my children accepted my
amputation first than me. Anyway the best
decision was my amputation my life without a leg.
I will have a life that suppose that was what all of
them wanted that I lived…my daughter help me
very much and is very close to me.



Are there many possibilities in Venezuela for
amputees?

Well here this government says that there exist
possibilities, but I didn’t found for any help and the
years passed and nothing… Going on the buses

is terrible, no one stops.
In the matter of having a job there exist a law that

says it’s obligatory and you go and leave your
resume; so it goes for days, months and no one

calls you, a lot of things, but this is a revolutionary
country, I can tell you that.

I live with my mum and she help me and give me
things I need… I have some friends that helps me

too, my aunties, so that is how I live.
What was the reaction of your husband?

My husband, since he discovered my disease, he
decided to leave me. I think that I’m glad, I’m

better like this without him and my children too, so
it’s me and me that cares…

What was your reaction when they told you that
they needed to remove your leg?

When the doctor told me that, I was in the surgery
room and there was no option, but of course it

was something that will goes over and I knew…
I’m very humble and I wanted work and

study…but never it is to late having a new life as
an amputee. I have to live this way…













Shirley - left above the knee amputee - Venezuela



What is your name?
Jailton

From where are you?
Salvador, Brazil

How old are you?
26 years old

How did you became an amputee?
I had an accident

What you do for living?
I live on the streets, some people and some

organizations support me
Why you decided to become a model?

I found it interesting all this kind of atention
What do you think about people that like

amputees?
I never heared about that, but I am really happy

that this exist.









Jailton - left below the knee amputee - Brazil
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