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Models with a Disability...

Let me introduce you to Madu. A right above the knee amputee
from Salvador, Bahia, Brazil.
After the first conversations with Madu, we decided to travel to
Salvador, so we could meet her. Once we arrived in Salvador we
staid over in a hotel, but Madu and her wonderful family invited us
to stay over at her place in the Favela (slums) from Salvador.
There we were in the possibility to make a documentary from her
and much more pictures that shows her unique living style, and
how she runs her daily life.
The pictures in this album are for private use only, and may not be
used for public publication or commercial targets.
The world have a need on models with a disability. Disability can
be beautiful, and after seeing this book, you will agree with that.
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What is your name?
My name is Madu
How old are you?
I am 53 years old

From where are you?
I am from Salvador, Bahia, Brazil

What is your disability?
right above the knee amputee

How did you become an amputee?
In April 2005, I started to feel a lot of pain in my

legs and had had a varicose ulcer. One day I
went to work when I returned I felt strong pains in
the legs, the rescue wanted to amputate my both

legs. They immediately transferred me to the
hospital, the doctor-there kept me hospitalized for

a month, they informed me to take a rest for at
least a year. But the pain came back so a surgery
needed to be done to mark thrombosis and to put
a bypass, the leg rejected and the bridge opened,

I got an hospital infection and had more severe
pain and fever. So finally they made the

amputation.
I had varicose ulcer and thrombosis in both legs,

but only one needed to be amputated
Can you tell us what was your reaction after the

accident?
My reaction was to agree to amputation because

it could face death due to infection that was
pervasive, and I could no longer bear so much
pain, I was isolated from other patients feared

even death, infection was so severe that even the
nurses were afraid to get up in the same room

and I was filled with painkillers, it was very
difficult.



Can you tell us how was your family's reaction?
They did not accept it easy, and everyone thought
that these things only happen to anyone else, not
to me. My youngest daughter was depressed, my
second daughter, I needed to explain her, if they
didn't amputate my leg, I could die.
Was it easy to accept your amputation? How did
you accept?
I find it very hard, mainly because of lack
accessibility to catch buses and cross streets the
people look at disabled people as we heave a
contagious disease, so, more along life hopping
barriers in my day to day.
Why are you interested in being a model?
As a teenager I wrote to an agency to become a
model, but they were not interested in me,
because of my height. After the leg amputation, a
friend encouraged me to be a model and I really
liked the idea and accepted.
What do you think about people who like
amputees?
These are people who have much love in our
hearts and I admire them. They can see our
beauty as they are. Sincere people who really like
the universe of the disabled, feel love and
landmarks and has no real prejudices, they are
sometimes even more than people who are not.
These people are very important in our lives
through all of this brings much happiness and
increases our self-esteem.
Tell us more about you. Likes and dislikes.
Hobbies, ...
I love to read, get on the computer, love to cook,
the beach. Like other things, that are good in this
life.









































































































































Madu - right above the knee amputee - Brazil
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